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Abstract


Previous research has shown that athletes have the tendency to return to their sport event after the have experienced sever injuries. Such desire to continue sport participation was best described by the construct “commitment”. This study identified and analyzed the sources of commitment of athletes , who returned to play after a severe injury, which i also allowed the expansion of the Sport Commitment Model (Scanlan et al., 1993 & 2003) . Participants (N=11) were athletes who were severely injured, undergone surgery, and still continued to pursue their sport. A comprehensive holistic understanding of their sources of commitment was deduced using the Scanlan Collaborative Interview Method, which incorporated both qualitative and quantitative methods, entailing direct testing of existing constructs of the Sport Commitment Model with player-identified sources of commitment. Consistent with previous findings (Scanlan et al., 1993 & 2003), Sport Enjoyment, Valuable Opportunities,  Personal Investments, and Social  support were the main motivating factors of the continued sport participation of these athletes, while the construct Other Priorities maintained its negative relationship with sport commitment. New potential constructs for the model emerged: (1) Top  Status Achievement, (2) Contractual Obligations, (3) Self-Affirmation, and (4)  Service Provision, which merit further investigation for future studies. 
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